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The Legacy of J. N. Andrews

This was a sermon given at the Sabbath morning worship service on
July 21, 1979, at 11:00 a.m. in Pioneer Memorial Church in Berrien Springs,
Michigan, as a part of the sesquicentennial celebration at Andrews University
of the birth of John Nevins Andrews.
“Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
Beloved sisters and brothers, dear friends I invite you to read with me
from the Word of God as it comes to us through Acts 1:6-8 (RSV):
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for
you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own
authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”

Our God is a universal God. He has no favorites. So great is his love, so
deep, so wide, that it embraces all nations, kindred, tongues, and people
(Matt 28:19, 20). It includes men and women of all ideologies and classes
and religions. He does not want that any person continue to suffer from
guilt, from sickness, or from any of the terrible effects of sin in the world.
God wants all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of truth (1 Tim
2:4). Is not this the heart of the gospel, that God has in Christ reconciled the
whole world unto himself, no longer holding people’s misdeeds against
them, but redeeming them of their sins, taking away their guilt, and restoring them into his own image? (2 Cor 5:14-21; Rom 8:29; Col 3:10).
Furthermore, every person who hears this Word and accepts it, is
thereby also enlisted in God’s service of reconciliation. As Ellen White
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once put it: “All to whom the heavenly inspiration has come are put in
trust with the gospel. All who receive the life of Christ are ordained to
work for the salvation of their fellow men. For this work the church was
established, and all who take upon themselves its sacred vows are thereby
pledged to be coworkers with Christ” (White 1940:822).
Mission is the very test of our faith in God and of our fellowship with
Christ. It is the heartbeat of the church. If it fails, the church ceases to be.
If it is irregular or weak, God’s people are sick. Beyond that, the tragedy
is that the whole world continues to suffer. In order to reach the whole
world with his gospel, God has always chosen particular men and women
as his channels of communication, his instruments of loving service. That
means that whenever God, in his mercy, endows a particular people with
a special portion of his grace, be it a deeper knowledge of truth, a special
revelation, or even an abundance of material goods, God does not give
those gifts for the people’s own enjoyment or edification, but that they
may become a blessing to the whole world.
Our God is a universal God; he has no favorites. His election, be it of individual persons or of a whole nation, a community, a country, a church,
is always an election for service. That was true of Abraham, and of Moses,
and of Israel; it is also true of the church. The church exists by mission as
fire exists by burning. It is just impossible to sing in church, “Redeemed,
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb” without committing oneself to God’s
service of redemption in the whole world. How can we pray, “Your kingdom come,” without becoming involved in the service of that Kingdom so
that it truly may be established?
Throughout the history of God’s people, from the election of Israel to
the days of the church of the remnant, this special election has always
been threatened by two misunderstandings among God’s people.
First is that the elect have tended to consider their own election as the
very end of God’s work in the world. Israel conceived of itself as the world,
and so did the church. As soon as they received their special portion of
grace, their particular knowledge of truth, their riches of salvation, they
thought that God was about to finish his work of salvation right then and
there.
The second misunderstanding has been that salvation, or the Kingdom,
was God’s special gift to them, thereby limiting its power and glory to
their own people, race, country, or church.
These two misunderstandings actually belong together like the proverbial two sides of a coin; for the concept of salvation now, the arrival of the
Kingdom in my time, means that it excludes thousands, even millions, of
others who have not yet heard this message.
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From its very inception, the Christian church has been threatened by
this twofold misconception. As the text says, the disciples asked him,
“Lord, will you at this time [now] restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts
1:6). “At this time” (now) and “to Israel.” Jesus clearly dispelled this notion that the Kingdom belongs to only one people, one race, one country,
one church, or that it would come “right now”—that is, on demand, at the
time when his chosen people wanted it. “It is not for you to know times
or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority,” Jesus said.
“But you shall receive power . . . [and] be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:7, 8).
This does not mean that God’s people should not carefully watch the
signs of the time of Christ’s return when he will establish his Kingdom in
power and glory. However, Jesus defined the coming and the establishment of his Kingdom as “bearing witness of me,” through the power of the
Holy Spirit. Everyone who is longing for that Kingdom to come now will
show it in a life of service to Christ, of bearing witness for him.
Like God’s people of all ages, the Seventh-day Adventist Church (SDA)
has not been spared this double threat to its worldwide mission. In fact,
throughout our whole history it has raised its ugly head, thereby threatening the work of the church in all the world and weakening its witness. It
is in this light that the name of J. N. Andrews—whose 150th birthday we
are celebrating this weekend—stands out as a model and a challenge to
all of us.
In the late 1840s the pioneers of the SDA movement were convinced
that the Lord would return and establish his Kingdom at any moment.
So strongly was this believed that they limited their mission to only those
who had been in the 1844 Movement. No attempt was made to spread the
word of the Sabbath or the sanctuary truth to other Christians, let alone to
non-Christians.
As James White once put it, “Our work is only for those of the
Laodicean Church.” Ellen White added that in 1844 she believed that “no
more sinners would be converted” (1958:74). So strongly was this believed
that some Seventh-day Adventists even refused to share their message
with those who had not been in the 1844 Movement. After all, what good
would that message do a person who stood outside of the ark of salvation,
with its door already shut?
It was not until the early 1850s that this vision began to change, mainly
as a result of visions given to Ellen White, which clearly indicated that the
three angels’ messages were to be given not just in Jerusalem, but in all
Judea, and Samaria, and in the whole world. Another factor was that the
Lord did not come “now,” “at this time,” as the believers had expected, to
take them home.
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It is good to remember that our God is a universal God. He has no favorites. He wants all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of truth.
When a number of spontaneous conversions took place of people who
had never even heard the message of the 1844 Movement, the pioneers
became convinced that their mission had to extend beyond Jerusalem, into
all Judea. All the people in North America now became the focus of SDA
mission.
No thought was given in those days, however, to expanding the mission of the church outside of North America. A number of very powerful
reasons stand out for this rather limited view of mission:
First, the believers were still convinced that the Lord would come at
any moment and that he would establish his Kingdom “in Israel, now.”
There would not even be enough time to reach all the people and places in
North America before the Lord would return.
Second, the pioneers believed that the people outside of North America
had already heard the eternal gospel and had rejected it.
Third, the last events of this world’s history would be shaped and determined in the United States of America.
J. N. Andrews himself was at one time at the forefront of this school
of thought. He was, in fact, the first expositor in the history of prophetic
interpretation who saw in the lamb-like beast of Revelation 13 a representation of the United States of America. Adventist mission, then, became
America-centered and America-oriented.
In those days the text of Matthew 24:14 (RSV), “And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to
all nations; and then the end will come” was quoted very often.
However, our pioneers interpreted that text not as a promise that the
whole world would hear the eternal gospel clearly, but as if it had already
been fulfilled. In the words of D. M. Canright, “That word is being fulfilled
right before our eyes, here in the United States of America” (1872:138).
When A. H. Lewis asked the editor of the Sabbath Review and Advent
Herald, “Is the third angel’s message being given, or to be given, except in
the United States?” Uriah Smith answered: “We have no information that
the Third Message is at present being proclaimed in any country besides
our own. Analogy would lead us to expect that the proclamation of this
message would be co-extensive with the first, though this might not perhaps be necessary to fulfill Rev. x, 11, since our land is composed of people
from almost every nation” (1859:87).
This argument was being heard over and over again. The United States
was considered a representation of the whole world, and the country
where the last-day events would be decided in fulfillment of Revelation
13:11-17.
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Ellen White would later chide the brethren for holding such a narrow
view of mission, comparing them to the leaders in Israel, who also conceived of their nation as being identical to the whole world, which led
to the mistaken notion that the establishment of the Kingdom of God on
earth was identical with the salvation of Israel.
It is in this context that Christ commissioned his disciples to proclaim
a faith and worship that would have nothing in it of caste or country, a
faith that would be adapted to all peoples, all nations, all classes of people
(White 1940:820), and it is in this context that the service of J. N. Andrews
becomes our great model. It is a heritage that our church should keep and
treasure forever.
There were some people who had suggested that the church should
not limit its witness merely to Jerusalem and to Judea, but that it should
also extend its mission into Samaria and into all the world. Two names
stand out in particular: Hannah B. More and H. B. Czechowski.
Hannah More was a missionary in Liberia with the American Board of
Missions. During a furlough in the United States, she embraced the three
angels’ message, and she went back to her post of labor rejoicing in her
newly-found faith, and sharing her witness. Her testimony brought her
into difficulty with her board, which requested her to return to the United
States. There she immediately offered her services to the church leaders in
Battle Creek.
However, they repudiated her, even questioned her belief in the soon
coming of Christ. Disappointed, and somewhat disillusioned over such
shortsightedness, Hannah More left Battle Creek to live with a former missionary colleague of hers. A few months later she died. When Ellen White,
who was not then at Battle Creek, heard about this tragedy, she sternly
criticized the leaders of the church and rebuked them for their shortsightedness and unbelief and lack of missionary vision.
Already a great deal of time has been wasted, and angels bear to heaven the record of our neglects. Our sleepy and unconsecrated condition
has lost to us precious opportunities which God has sent us in the persons of those who were qualified to help us in our present need. Oh,
how much we need our Hannah More to aid us at this time in reaching
other nations! (1948:3:407)

Another person who constantly held before early Adventists the “wider circle of mission to Samaria” and to the ends of the earth, was Michael
B. Czechowski. When the leaders of the church saw no light in sending
him to Europe, he just went on his own and against their wishes, to spread
the word of the three angels of Revelation 14:6-12, and to establish the
SDA church in Europe.
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Yet it took another pioneer to help the church to go beyond the boundaries of Jerusalem and Judea, into Samaria and to the ends of the earth.
That pioneer was John Nevins Andrews. Already he had established himself as a pioneer Sabbath keeper, a pioneer editor, a pioneer interpreter of
Scripture, a writer, an organizer, and an administrator. In 1874 he would
also become the first official American pioneer missionary, who helped the
church to enlarge its vision and to become the most widespread Protestant
missionary body.
The circumstances surrounding this great pioneering act are well
known. A group of Swiss Seventh-day Adventist churches, raised up by
the undaunted Michael B. Czechowski, requested the leaders of the church
in Battle Creek to send them a minister who could help them to grow in
spirit and in truth, in knowledge and in number, in organization and in
mission. The brethren did not see their way clear yet, with their strong
belief in the nearness of the coming of Christ and their concept of the role
of the United States in last-day events. However, they did invite the Swiss
believers to send one of their own men to attend the General Conference
session in Battle Creek. That led to the arrival of James Ertzberger, who for
more than a year stayed in the United States, mostly in the home of James
and Ellen White, who then lived on a farm near Greenville, Michigan.
Before Ertzberger returned to Switzerland, the brethren ordained him as a
Seventh-day Adventist minister.
After James Ertzberger, the Swiss sent another minister, Ademar
Vuilleumier, who studied under Goodloe Bell in the denominations first
permanent church school.
One would think that the presence of these promising Swiss believers would have convinced the brethren that their work extended beyond
Jerusalem and Judea and that they would respond positively to the request to send a missionary to Switzerland, but they did not. In 1873 James
White made a rather passionate plea with the leaders of the church to
respond positively to this Macedonian call from Europe and to send a
worker; however, even his plea fell on deaf ears. It was at that moment
that J. N. Andrews stepped in. It is unfortunate we do not have the records
of the private conversations held between James White and J. N. Andrews,
during which the former pleaded for Andrews’ support to get the church
to change its view of mission, even over against the wishes and actions
taken by the other leaders of the church. J.·N. Andrews gave more than his
support. He gave himself. He was persuaded, not only by James White,
but also by Ellen, who early in 1874 had received a powerful vision confirming these men’s view that the church had fallen captive to a limited
view of mission. “You are entertaining too limited ideas of the work for
this time,” Ellen White wrote to the leaders of the church. “You are trying
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to plan the work so that you can embrace it in your arms. . . . Your house is
the world” (White 1915:209). “Never lose sight of the fact that the message
you are bearing is a world-wide message. It is to be given to all cities, to
all villages” (White 1948:7:35, 36).
After talking with James White, J. N. Andrews decided to go to
Switzerland, even though the leaders of the church had turned down
the Swiss believers’ request for a worker. That decision, when it became
known, created quite a stir at the General Conference. However, the fact
that both James and Ellen White were supporting Andrews in his decision
gave the other leaders the strange feeling that perhaps they were wrong
with their refusal to send someone to Switzerland. This dilemma was resolved when in the August meeting of the General Conference session of
1874 Elder G. I. Butler, then the president of the General Conference, first
recommended to take some action in the matter, especially in consideration that Andrews is about to take his departure to engage in the cause in
Switzerland. A vote was taken, in which a majority agreed to send Andrews
to Switzerland as soon as practicable. This historic vote took place on
August 14, 1874. A month later J. N. Andrews, accompanied by his two
children and Ademar Vuilleumier, was already on board the Cunard liner
“Atlas” on his way to Liverpool. In a letter to the Swiss believers Ellen
White wrote, “We send you the ablest man in all our ranks” (1878).
It is important to reflect on this historic occasion for two reasons. First,
to create an awareness of the events that led to the worldwide expansion
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church—now the most widespread single
Protestant denomination, with the church established in over 90 percent
of all the countries of the world. For, unless we consider these events of
the past and the way God has led us, we are bound to repeat the same
mistakes again and again.
Second, to allow the powerful lesson from the past to become a guideline to help us today, when the church is faced with a similar situation. We
live again in a time when powerful forces are at work that seem to allow
the church to forget that mission is always world mission, that it includes all
people, wherever they are and whoever they are. No argument of tradition or
culture or theology should ever hinder us in implementing that biblical
vision.
There are forces at work that seem to make the church itself the focus of
mission—the Kingdom of God to be established in Israel—and that calls
the church to separate itself from the world in order to be ready for the
day of the Lord, now. The legacy of J. N. Andrews, then, is twofold.
First, to keep constantly before us the biblical truth that God is a universal God. He has no favorites. He wants all people to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of truth. Mission, therefore, is always world mission.
It embraces all nations, kindred, tongues, and people.
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Second, to keep in remembrance that the divine election to belong to
God’s remnant church is an election for service. The Adventist faith, expressed in the confession of our belief in the nearness of the coming of
Christ, is therefore best expressed in a life of bearing witness, by the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:6-8).
How does this legacy apply to our situation today? For have we not
already reached the ends of the earth? Has the church not already been
planted in nearly 95 percent of the countries of the world? Are we not
fulfilling our mission as a world mission by sending out some 350 missionaries every year?
It is true that the SDA Church is the most widespread single Protestant
denomination. However, the term world in Scripture is not, first of all,
a geographical or a political concept. What counts is not the number of
countries or political units the church has entered, but the number of people that are being reached with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Today 3.5 billion
people are in the world who have never heard the eternal gospel clearly. It
is true that a thousand souls are added to this church every day or 360,000
a year. However, these come largely from a Christian background. We are
still basically in Judea, with a little work in Samaria. Three groups stand
out among these 3.5 billion people who are living―and dying―today
without Christ. If the Person of Jesus Christ means anything to you, you
must be convinced of the real misery and poverty of these people. There
are 650 million Muslims, 600 million Hindus, 350 million Buddhists, 250
million people of other faiths―a total of 1.5 billion people. Then there are
the large number of secular people, people of other ideologies, people who
do not believe or who can no longer believe―the secular world—with
another billion people. A third category―overlapping somewhat with the
second―is the cities. In North America, Europe, Australia, and Japan 7590 percent of the population lives in large cities. In Africa it is already 35
percent and in Asia, 40 percent for a total of over 1.5 billion people.
These three groups add up to 3.5 billion people who at present, by
and large, are not being reached by SDA mission. In fact, our traditions—
cultural and theological—prevent us from reaching out to these people
in a meaningful way. Our methods of work, our forms of worship, our
message, even our particular lifestyle, make it impossible for many of these
millions to hear the Word of God for this time with clarity and power.
Adventists are quite effective in winning people from “Jerusalem” and
“Judea,” but not those from “Samaria” and from “the ends of the world.”
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The legacy of J. N. Andrews challenges us today to develop such methods of work and strategies of mission as will open new ways of communicating the precious gospel to these people who are now living―and
dying―without the certainty of their salvation in Jesus Christ. As Ellen
White wrote some years ago: “The varying circumstances taking place in
our world call for labor which will meet these peculiar developments. The
Lord has need of men who are spiritually sharp and clear sighted. . . .
Upon the minds of such, God’s Word flashes light, revealing to them more
than ever before the safe path” (1888: para. 6).
That same legacy also challenges us to recognize that the missionary
task of the church is not accomplished merely by those few missionaries
who are officially sent out by the organization. These are merely a token
of what the church and its message stand for. What we need is not token
involvement but total involvement—the whole people of God proclaiming in
word and deed the message of Jesus Christ in all the world. Every believer
in Christ is born into the Kingdom of God as a missionary.
There are thousands of opportunities for American believers to be directly involved in overseas mission work, not in the employ of the organization, but of governments and multi-national corporations, international
organizations, and academic institutions. We have no church in the Sudan,
and only a handful of believers in Turkey. Yet the governments of these
countries are crying out for help in the exploration of their resources, in
their universities, in technical development, in health care, etc. Thousands
of such overseas jobs are listed, many of them in areas where there is no
SDA church, or where its message is barely heard. The church has shown
great vision by establishing an office, called Adventists Abroad. The legacy of J. N. Andrews challenges us to make use of these thousand-and-one
opportunities of mission service abroad, to bear witness of Jesus Christ, in
the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Word says in Acts 1:6-8: “So when they had come together, they
asked him, ‘Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons which the
Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” The
Lord’s own promise is that “this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world; and then the end will come” (Matt 24:14,
RSV). To Him be the glory.
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